Minutes of the first meeting of the New Zealand Branch of the Society of Cardiological Technicians
A meeting was held to discuss the establishment of a New Zealand Branch of the Society of Cardiological Technicians, held at Greenlane hospital, Auckland on Thursday, 3rd August, 1967, at 4.00 pm.

In the chair: L. Conway Peech

Others present: Miss D.Dickey, Miss Frew, Miss M.Maxwell, Miss H.Nisbet, Miss L.Ross, Mrs Schmidt, Miss R.Seymour, Miss M.Shepherd, all cardiological technicians of Auckland, and Miss L.Hodgson; Cardiological Technician of Hamilton.

Correspondence: Thirty replies were received to a circular sent to cardiological technicians throughout NZ advising them of the proposed branch of the society. This response indicates that approximately 60% of technicians in NZ are interested in membership of the society. A letter of good wishes was received from Margaret Clarke, technician, on behalf of herself and Dr. Watters, Cardiologist, of Wairau.

A majority of those present were in favour of the NZ branch having it’s own council with the power to accept applications for membership from other technicians in NZ, and to make regulations as to the conduct of the society’s affairs in NZ, providing that such regulations shall not be inconsistent with, or repugnant to, anything contained in the memorandum or Articles of Association of the Society, and shall not come into operation unless and until the same shall have been approved by the council in Britain. It was therefore decided to elect, by ballot, a temporary council consisting of Chairmen, Treasurer, Secretary and three others amongst those present to hold office until election of a council according to the rules of the society in 1968.

Those elected were:

Chairman: Miss L. Ross

Treasurer: Miss H. Nisbet

Secretary: Miss L.T. Conway Beech

Council members: M. Maxwell, L. Hodgson and B. Seymour

It was agreed that the council members would send their applications to the British Council of the Society for approval of their own membership of the Society and of it’s NZ council.

Several distinguished persons were considered for Presidency of the Society and it was decided by a show of hands to ask Sir Douglas Robb (pioneer of Cardiac Surgery in NZ, Chancellor of Auckland University, and former President of the B.M.A.), to accept the office.

The memorandum and articles of association of the society of Cardiological Technicians Ltd. were discussed in relationship to the matters that must be provided for in the rules of a society applying for incorporation in NZ. Various deletions, alterations and additions to make these rules more suited to the comparatively small and scattered membership in NZ were proposed and accepted by general consent of those present. These amendments, as set out hereunder, are to be submitted to the British Council of the society for approval, before being sent with the application for incorporation to the NZ register of societies.
